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TBA Brexit FAQs for Breeders 
 

The TBA strongly advises breeders wishing to transport mares to Ireland, France and Germany for 
covering this breeding season, to use a professional shipping agent who will be able to supply you 
with expert and up-to-date advice tailored to your specific requirements, especially in relation to 
Customs compliance.  Failure to provide correct documentation and follow specified procedures 
may mean that your horses are turned away from BCPs and are not permitted to continue their 
journey. 
 

Has the Weatherbys General Stud Book (GSB) received official recognition from the European 
Commission and does Britain have a disease listing status for equines? 
Yes, the GSB has gained official recognition giving thoroughbreds a ‘registered’ status and the 
disease listing classification is Third Country, Sanitary Category A (the least onerous category). 
 
How can I find a link to the Border Operating Model and which pages are relevant to equines? 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-border-operating-model  Please reference pages 
82-83 and 220-221.  This document details the blood testing requirements for horses due to travel, 
as does this useful link: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/import-or-move-horses-and-ponies#Blood-
testing 
 
Will I need to obtain passports for my foals prior to travelling them to France or Ireland and will 
they be able to travel on their dam’s Export Health Certificate (EHC)? 
Prior to weaning, foals will not require their own passport to travel (Article 23 of the EU Legislation 
2015/262).   At this time there is a lack of clarity as to whether foals will be considered a separate 
epidemiological unit from their dams and thereby be classified as ‘unregistered’, necessitating their 
own EHC and 30 days quarantine from their date of birth prior to travel.  Additionally, recent EU 
legislation precluded foals under 30 days old from travelling.  The EU Task Force are working hard to 
find solutions to these obstacles with the support of the Chief Veterinary Officers (CVOs) from many 
of the EU member states.  The TBA does not endorse the temporary separation of foals from their 
dams for the sole purpose of facilitating a ‘walk out’ covering of the mare in a different country. 
 
How can I obtain an Export Health Certificate (EHC)? 
An EHC can be applied for online via the digital application service EHCO (Export Health Certificate 
Online) developed by DEFRA and the APHA.  Follow this link: Get an export health certificate - 
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  An Official Veterinarian (OV) will need to be nominated to complete the 
paperwork. 
 
Will mares ‘walking in’ to stallions between Great Britain and Ireland require a separate EHC for 
each leg of their trip? 
Yes, British mares ‘walking in’ to visit stallions in Ireland and Irish mares ‘walking in’ to be covered by 
British stallions, will require one EHC for the outbound journey and a second EHC for the inbound 
crossing obtained in the country of departure. 
 
Do I need to advise Weatherbys of the temporary movement of my broodmares to the EU for 
covering? 
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Yes, a Breeding Clearance Notification (BCN) should be obtained to notify the Stud Book that the 
mare will be temporarily exported for covering purposes, for a period of less than nine months.  
Here is the link:    https://www.weatherbys.co.uk/Weatherbys/media/PDFs/Export-Application-
(including-VAT).pdf 
This form is also suitable for advising of the temporary movement of youngstock and also horses 
destined for the sales, by requesting a General Notification of Movement (GNM). 
 
Studs perform routine blood testing in January, can the Equine Infectious Anaemia (EIA) result 
count towards export requirements? 
Yes, if it was taken within 90 days of travel (temporary exports) and was processed by the Animal 
and Plant Health Agency (APHA) laboratory.  The blood sample can still be collected by your regular 
attending vet, but cannot be processed by the veterinary practice’s own laboratory for example, it 
must be analysed by the APHA.  
 
Will Irish mares ‘walking in’ to British stallions require an EIA taking in GB prior to returning to 
Ireland? 
Not if they have an EIA processed by the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) laboratory dated 
within 30 days of travel (permanent exports), that was potentially taken to meet the breeding 
requirements of the stallion stud. 
 
When will exports from GB have to enter an EU member state via a Border Control Post (BCP)? 
From 1 January 2021 horses have had to enter Europe via a BCP.  A list of BCPs can be found here:    
Designated Border Control Posts (BCPs) | Food Safety (europa.eu) 
 
When will imports to GB have to enter the Country via a Border Control Post (BCP)? 
Not until July 2021.  Horses travelling over the British land bridge from the Republic of Ireland to 
France (and vice versa) will not have to pass through a BCP, but will require an Intra Trade Animal 
Health Certificate (ITAHC) with the official wording ‘Only for transit between different parts of the 
EU via GB’ clearly noted.   
 
I have horses arriving from an EU member state into Britain, what action do I need to take?  
The GB importer will need to be registered with IPAFFS and submit advance notification of the 
intended arrival of horses into Britain.  You can register by following this link: Import of products, 
animals, food and feed system (IPAFFS) - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 
I have horses departing to an EU member state from Britain, what action do I need to take? 
The GB exporter will need to give prior notification to the BCP that horses will be travelling, by 
submitting Part 1 of a Common Health Entry Document (CHED-A) 
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/cfcas3/tracesnt-webhelp/Content/M_CHED-A/Intro.htm via the 
Trade Control and Expert System (TRACES NT).  https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/tracesnt/login 
 
Will I have to raise the funds or organise a bond on the VAT of my mare’s valuation to transport 
her to an EU member state?  Is it still possible to use an ATA Carnet? 
Yes, funds will need to be raised to cover the VAT on the current valuation of the horse, which are 
then released once the equine returns to its country of origin.  Alternatively, you may be able to 
organise a bond from your bank or another financial institution.  A third option would be to 
purchase an ATA Carnet (valid for a year and covering multiple trips for the same horse).  Your 
Shipping/Customs Agent should be able to advise. 
 
Will I have to pay VAT on the nomination fees and keep charges for my mares covered in Ireland 
and France? 
There has been no change in this respect and an entry will still need to be made on your VAT return. 
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Where can I learn more about Customs requirements? 
Guidance on the Customs Declaration Service, which is being introduced gradually and currently 
operating alongside the Customs Handling of Import and Export Freight (CHIEF) system, can be 
found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/customs-declaration-service 
 
What is required in terms of Transporter Authorisation to move horses across the EU borders? 
All commercially operated horseboxes (i.e. all horseboxes that are not owned by private individuals 
for transporting their own leisure horses) need to be tested in an EU member state to gain Vehicle 
Approval Certificates (and once passed will then be valid throughout the EU).  Once all vehicles have 
been inspected, the operator can apply for EU Transporter Authorisation.  Likewise, companies 
based in the EU will need to apply to the APHA for Transporter Authorisation in Britain.  EU Welfare 
in Transport Certificates of Competence for drivers and attending grooms need to be obtained by UK 
Nationals, even if the qualification is already held by them in Britain.  Irish Nationals can get mutual 
recognition of their Certificates of Competence via the DEFRA website, but non-Irish EU Nationals 
will need to sit or repeat these qualifications in Britain.  
 
 

 

The latest updates prepared by the Thoroughbred Brexit Steering Group will be communicated to 
the thoroughbred sector via the BHA’s Brexit Hub 
https://www.britishhorseracing.com/regulation/brexit/ 
and we would recommend you check this page regularly for the latest information. 
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