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Post Mortem Examination - Aborted Foetus/Neonatal Foal 

 
 
Referring Veterinary Surgeon:................................................................... 
Practice:..............................................................Account Code:.............. 
Telephone:........................................Fax:............................................. 
 
Detailed post mortem examinations should be performed on all aborted foeti and 
neonatal deaths*, with the elimination of Equine Herpesvirus 1 (EHV-1) of particular 
importance (see HBLB Code of Practice).  We are please to receive either:- 
1. The whole foetus and placental membranes, sealed inside two strong plastic 
bags and delivered to our postmortem room by courier.  Please warn us by 
telephone/fax when a foetus is on its way.  We will give a preliminary report, by 
telephone or fax, following our gross examination (day of arrival) and a further 
reports when laboratory investigations are complete (usually 1/2 and 10 days after 
arrival). 
2. Samples of foetal and placental tissues (see below) for laboratory 
investigations, with details of your gross post mortem findings.  We will report when 
laboratory investigations are complete (3-5 days after arrival). 

In either case we require the following details to complete a full report:- 
 
Mare's name:.................................. Previous breeding history/comments:..... 
Stallion's name:............................... ................................................. 
Owner/Stud:................................... ................................................. 
Last date of mating:........................... ................................................. 
Date of abortion:..............................  ................................................. 
Last date of Equine Herpesvirus vaccination......................................................... 
EVA blood test result......Positive/Negative Known contact with EVA..........Yes/No 
Is the mare systemically ill............Yes/No Pyrexia and/or conjunctivitis......Yes/No 
 



* Owners, who are members of the Thoroughbred Breeders Association, can receive a financial contribution 

towards the costs of these examinations on application to the TBA with a copy of our report. 
If you elect to perform you own gross post mortem examination, we require the 
following details to complete a full report:- 
Gross Findings:- 
Date of examination:.................. 
Singleton/Twin Male/Female  Weight:......kg C/R length......cm 
State of preservation/autolysis: 1 / 2 / 3 / 4 / 5 (1=fresh, 5=rotten) 
External signs: Jaundice Yes/No, Meconium staining Yes/No, Haemorrhage Yes/No, 
Other................................................................................................. 
Peritoneal cavity:-    Pleural cavity:- 
Fluid:............................................. Fluid:.......................................... 
Spleen:........................................... Lungs:......................................... 
Stomach:......................................... Thymus:....................................... 
Liver:............................................. Heart:.......................................... 
Kidneys:......................................... 
Intestines:........................................ 
Other comments:................................................................................... 
Umbilical cord:- 
Length:........cm Normal/Oedematous/Haemorrhagic/Thrombosed/Excessively 
   twisted/Other............................................................ 
Chorioallantois:- 
Complete: Yes/No Normal/Oedematous/Haemorrhagic/Thickened/Purulent/Twin 
   Placentation/Other....................................................... 
Amnion:- 
   Normal/Oedematous/Haemorrhagic/Thickened/Inflamed/Focal 
   lesions/Other............................................................. 
Please send us:- 
A. Small but representative slices of liver, lung, thymus, spleen, adrenal gland and 

chorioallantois (horns and posterior pole), plus any other interesting abnormality, 
in carefully packed leak-proof sealed containers, in an adequate volume of 10% 
formol saline for histological examinations 

B. Swab samples of peritoneal fluid, heart blood and gastric contents in Amies 
charcoal transport medium for bacteriological examinations.   

C. We recommend that you store small fresh foetal liver and lung samples, at -20oC 
(deep-freeze), in case viral isolation studies are required at a later stage. 

 
Do you require specific viral culture for EVA?........................................Yes/No 



 


